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OUR PHILIPPINE POLICY. 



An American Congressman Visits the Orient— He Answers 
Question, Should the United States Keep 
the Philippines? ^ 

By Hon, Richard W, Aus tin^ Member of Congress^ 
2d Dist, Tenn, 
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Honolulu, August 4, 1915. 

Congress not being in session I 
decided to spend^^the vacation in vis- 
iting our possessions in the Pacific — 
the Hawaiian and Philippine Islands 
and Guam and also a journey into 
China and Japan. After four 
months in the Orient I have decided 
to write down some of my observa- 
tions and conclusions, hoping the 
same will receive careful considera- 
tion by my fellow Americans in the 
States. In this period I have cov- 
ered over twenty thousand miles 
and spent a portion of four months 
in the cities of Honolulu, Manila, Na- 
gasaki, Yokohama, Tokyo, Kyoto, 
Osaka, Kobe, Shanghai, Nanking, -- 
Hankow, Wuchang and Pekin. 
Have visited many industrial plants 
in China and Japan, and in Pekin 
had an ijiterview with the great 
President of the new Republic, Gen- 
eral Yuan Shih Kai, and also met 
some of the members of his cabinet. 

I am going to write first about the 
Philippines and later take up the 
Hawaiian Islands, China and Japan. 
I found in the Philippines depression 
in business, general dissatisfaction on 
the part of the business element and 
a condition of doubt and uncertainty 
as to the future, and unanimous sen- 
timent among Americans of the non- 
ofBce-holding element and Euro- 
peans against the governmental pol- 
icy of the Wilson administration a? 



being- carried out by Governor Har- 
rison, under instructions from Wash- 
ington. Trained, competent and ex- 
perienced Americans have been 
summarily dismissed from a service 
their energy, ability and unceasing 
devotion had made a success and 
their places when filled given to a 
few ''good Democrats" from the 
States but largely to inexperienced 
Filipinos. 

Many of these men who have been 
displaced came to the Islands carry- 
ing guns in their hands in order to 
aid the immortal Dewey in finishing 
his work of redeeming the Islands 
from Spanish misrule. Later on 
these men rendered valiant service 
in defeating the insurrection against 
the United States led by Aguinaldo. 
They helped put the Spaniards out 
of the Islands, help put down a local 
rebellion, and now, after having 
faithfully served the United States 
Government in war and in peace, 
they are unceremoniously kicked out 
and their places largely given to 
those who were endorsed by Filipino 
politicians, some of whom held Com- 
missions in the revolutionary army. 
At the time this was done the na- 
tives were holding not less than 71 
per cent, of the government posi- 
tions in the Islands. I found the 
Spanish American veterans, and 
there are several thousand in the Is- 
lands with a number of their Posts 
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or organizations, justly indignant at 
this unfair treatment of their former 
comrades-in-arms. 

The present administration is the 
first to introduce politics in the se- 
lection of appointees, though two or 
three Democrats preceded Mr. Har- 
rison in the Governor General's of- 
fice. In going over the matter with 
a prominent Democratic attorney in . 
Alanila, he expressed the opinion 
that a majority of those who had 
been appointed under previous ad- 
ministr tions were of Democratic 
faith, c id in the selections made, 
charactt , fitness and ability to do 
the w^ork had been the only consid- 
eration. The splendid achievements 
accomplished in the Islands since the 
American occupation are the best 
proof of the wisdom of such a policy. 
But Governor Harrison served 
many years in Congress from New 
York City and hence was brought 
up in the Tammany School of poli- 
tics, which teaches and practices the 
Jacksonian theory, ''to the victors 
belong the spoils,'' even at the ex- 
pense of maintaining the best, the 
most progressive government in all 
the Orient and one from which 
Tammany could l.earn much to the 
advantage of the taxpayers of New- 
York City. 

There is perhaps another reason 
w'hy the new Governor should fol- 
low such a policy. He has publicly 
stated his indebtedness to Manuel 
Quezon for the position he now 
holds. Quezon is one of the Com- 
missioners from the Islands to the 
American Congress, is very much in 
politics and naturally anxious to 
place as many of his partisans on the 
government payroll as possible. 
Having served in the revolutionary 
army against the United States we 



can imagine he is not shedding tears 
when the political guillotine decapi- 
tates former American soldiers in 
the interest of his political support- 
ters or former comrades in the Fili- 
pino revolution. Such a Wilsonian 
policy may delight the Manila poli- 
ticians, but I doubt if it will appeal 
to the sense of fairness of the Ameri- 
can people who have always believed 
in fair and honorable treatment of 
those who have bravely and patrioti- 
cally come to the^Nation's aid in 
times of stress and storm. 

The Americans whose courage 
and fidelity contributed to the estab- 
lishment of our sovereignty in the 
islands, whose energy and capital 
have been freely used in developing 
the mining, commercial and manu- 
facturing interests of the Philippines 
and w^ho are amongst the largest 
taxpayers, have no voice in the Gov- 
ernment, no influence with the pres- 
ent administration — are not con- 
sulted, and are, in fact, absolutely ig- 
nored. One noticeable effect of 
such a policy is show^n m the action 
of the Commanding General in not 
permitting the band to play Amer- 
ica's national anthem — the Star 
Spangled Banner — on the Luneta or 
Public Park. He very properly de- 
clines to give the natives oppor- 
tunity to continue to show their dis- 
respect in refusing or neglecting to 
salute our fla^. . 

How Progress Is Halted. 

Now what has injured business? 
What is holding up progress? What 
= is delaying development and keeping 
prosperity out of sight in the Phil- 
ippines — the richest undeveloped 
country on the shores of the great 
Pacific? The true answer is the 
Jones bill — the attempt in Congress 
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to carry out the foolish and unpa- 
triotic teaching of William Jennings 
Bryan to turn the Islands adrift 
without guide or compass — to turn 
8,000,000 people, 90 per cent, of the 
adults illiterate and 1,000,000 wild, 
over for the time being to the politi- 
cal firm of Quezon, Osmena & Co. 
to try out their kindergarten gov- 
ernmental notions and pipe dreams 
of a great national Philippine Re- 
public until they are taken over by 
Japan and relegated to the vassal 
class along with Korea and For- 
mosa. In that event the Filipinos 
would not only lose all voice in their 
government but the very name of 
their country would be changed as 
in the case of Korea and Formosa 
and a Japanese name substituted. 
For ten days I industriously inter- 
viewed Americans in all walks of 
life and engaged in every line of 
human endeavor, Democrats, Re- 
publicans, Progressives, soldiers, 
sailors, civil officials, merchants, pro- 
fessional men, lawyers, physicians, 
clergymen, editors, bankers, clerks, 
policemen, scout and constabulary 
officials, etc., and upon my honor 
not a single one, and mark you a 
majority of them have been in the 
Islands for more than ten years, 
many, fifteen and sixteen years, 
thought the natives prepared, able 
or strong enough to maintain law 
and order, and continue the excellent 
government created and maintained 
under American guidance, super- 
vision and control. 

I quote the following from one of 
those interviewed: "If the United 
States should withdraw, it would re- 
sult in a duplication of the situation 
and conditions in Mexico, Hayti and 
San Domingo multiplied many times 
over." A native government would 
be powerless to control and govern 



the many tribes, with fifteen or six- 
teen different dialects, pagan, hea- 
then, and Christian, warlike and sav- 
age, with bitter and long-standing 
grievances between them, a million 
out of a total of 8,000,000 non- 
Christians, wild and uncivilized, and 
of the 7,000,000 Christians less than 
10 per cent, of the adults educated. 
In addition to these serious and 
complicated local problems, without 
the aid of the United States the na- 
tives would be wholly unable to pro- 
tect and defend themselves from 
without — from foreign selfishness, 
covetousness and aggrandizement. 
• The total government income is 
\less than the cost of a single up-to- 
/' date battleship. This means that 
an army and navy for defensive pur- 
poses would be impossible. The 
Manila native editors and politicians 
who shout "independence" night 
and day are so simple that they be- 
lieve the people of the United States 
will tax themselves till "Kingdom 
come" to maintain an army and 
navy in the Philippines for the bene- 
fit and protection of a people whose 
selfish politicians insist upon sever- 
ing American control and setting up 
for themselves. Every intelligent 
American and European engaged in 
business in the Islands — and I do 
not hesitate to include the Chinese 
merchants, who control $160,000,000 
of the $267,000,000 wholesale and 
retail trade — knows and realizes that 
so long as they have American pro- 
tection their lives and business in- 
terests are absolutely safe, and in 
the event our flag should come down 
and another flag of the so-called 
Philippine Republic appear, it would 
mean confusion, chaos, and, in a 
very short time, ruin, pure and 
simple. 

So long as there is doubt and un- 
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certainty as to whether the United 
States or the Manila poHticians are 
to govern, there will be stagnation 
in business — a suspension of growth 
and development— so long will capi- 
tal be timid and men refuse to de- 
velop the resources of the Islands, 
build factories, and continue the 
marvelous work so auspiciously be- 
gun and continued during the ad- 
ministrations of Governors Taft, 
Wright, Ide, Smith, Forbes and 
Gilbert. 

Bryanism in the Philippines. 

Ex-Secretary Bryan, three years 
ago at Baltimore, committed the 
Democratic party and the present 
Administration to the folly of turn- 
ing the Philippine Islands adrift. In 
his first campaign against McKinley, 
Mr. Bryan declared the best thing 
for America was ''free silver." Had 
his advice been followed, would it 
have blessed or cursed our country? 
There is only one answer. The de- 
feat of Free Silver and the abolition 
of slavery are two of our greatest 
blessings, and the names of Lincoln 
and ]\IcKinley will always be re- 
membered in connection with these 
two great deeds. 

Dr. Bryan, in his second .campaign 
against President McKinle]^, had an- 
other prescription for the American 
people, labelled "Anti-ImperiaUsm," 
or turn the Philippines and other is- 
land possessions loose. On that, as 
on the free silver issue, he was over- 
whelmingly defeated, and the people 
at the ballot box decided to retain 
the Philippine and Hawaiian Islands, 
Porto Rico, and Guam. After this 
decision, our government went for- 
ward in spending millions in con- 
structing fortifications, — $12,000,000 
in the bay of Manila, army posts 



and barracks, transporting troops to 
and from the Philippines for fifteen 
years, and in many ways improving 
the islands from a military and naval 
standpoint. Counting this cost, the 
$20,000,000 originally paid Spain, 
aad the amount necessary to capture 
and expel the soldiers of Spain and 
crush the incipient Filipino revolu- 
tion, we have taken from the Na- 
tional treasury — the people's money 
— countless millions in the nature of 
our country's investment in the Is- 
lands. 

The pending proposition — the 
Jones bill — the Bryan idea — is to 
throw this immense investment 
away — present it first to the noisy, 
selfish and ungrateful Filipino poli- 
ticians, and later to Japan, an un- 
friendly nation and a strong military 
and commercial rival in the Pacific. 
The latter will fully develop the Is- 
lands, and the wealth they will bring, 
with Japan's other aggrandizements 
in the Orient, will easily enable that 
ambitious nation to drive our com- 
merce out of the Orient — the region 
of the world's greatest future com- 
mercial and industrial development 
— the great awakening of 500,000,- 
000 people to modern or western 
ways, methods and civilization. 

The American people having de- 
creed in 1900 that they would retain 
the Philippines as a part of the 
United States, several thousands of 
our citizens who obeyed the coun- 
try's call in going to Dewey's aid 
and later in putting down the rebel- 
lion led by Aguinaldo, decided to re- 
main in the Islands, make it their 
home, and engage in business, which 
they had a perfect right to do. Last 
year there were 207 Americans in 
the wholesale business in the Islands, 
371 in the retail trade, and the 
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amount of their annual joint sales 
was $17,777,330, These Americans 
had invested last year $3,695,377 in 
manufacturing lines. If we add the 
additional amount in new railroads, 
street car lines, public utilities, saw 
mills, sugar plantations, mining and 
other operations, the sum total will 
run high up into the millions. 

A majority of these men have 
been from ten to fifteen years in 
creating, building up, and extending 
their business enterprises. In many 
cases all they possess is invested in 
their business and in their new 
homes, and along with it, many of 
the best years of their lives. Would 
it be just, would it be honorable in 
the American people to abandon 
seven or eight ' thousand fellow- 
Americans in the Philippines, cause 
them to lose their all, haul down 
their flag — the one they fought to 
raise over the Islands — withdraw 
the Army, and turn them over to be 
absolutely governed by the very men 
they defeated in the trenches around 
Manila and at the end of that long, 
cruel guerilla war inaugurated and 
prosecuted by a so-called Philippine 
Republic which gave abundant evi- 
dence in its mal-administration and 
conclusively proved, by its ofificial 
records left behind, that it was un- 
worthy of the name it bore and ut- 
terly incapable of wisely governing 
either white or brown men? 

I cannot believe the American 
people will, when the issue is 
brought home to them, commit such 
an unjust, unpatriotic, such a con- 
temptible, cowardly act, as to betray, 
desert and abandon the splendid 
American men and women who 
have made good in the Philippines, 
have upheld high American ideals 



and principles in this far-away land 
in the Orient. 

Three years ago the apostle of 
free silver, Mr. Bryan, materially 
aided in writing the platform upon 
which President Wilson was electea, 
receiving 1,300,000 less votes than 
the combined Taft and Roosevelt 
vote. The Democratic platform 
carried a plank favoring "an imme- 
diate declaration by Congress of our 
intention to give the Philippines in- 
dependence" — or, in other words, 
turn them adrift — but securing their 
neutralization. Since that declara- 
tion was made, we have witnessed 
the destruction of Belgium by Ger- 
many, one of the nations which 
signed the treaty guaranteeing the 
neutrality of Belgium. The United 
States, the Filipinos, and the rest of 
the world have at last learned that 
neutrality treaties are worthless 
''scraps of paper" without force or 
effect, and devoid of protection. 

Following close upon the violation 
of the Belgium neutrality treaty, the 
world has witnessed the action of 
Japan, taking advantage of China's 
defenseless condition, demanding, 
and by threats securing, invaluable 
rights and privileges, which action 
was in violation of a joint treaty, 
signed by Japan, agreeing to aid in 
upholding the territorial integrity of 
her nearest neighbor, China, and its 
open door commercial policy. If 
China's 450,000,000 people and Bel- 
gium's 8,000,000 brave, prosperous, 
and highly enlightened inhabitants 
were powerless to have neutrality 
treaties respected and enforced, 
what would become of the poor, 
weak and defenseless Filipinos, with 
annual government receipts of less 
than $17,000,000, and a million — or 



OUR PHILIPPINE POLICY 



■ one-eighth of its population — made 
up of wild and ignorant tribesmen, 
many of whom, prior to American 
occupation, were head hunters and 
even now practice peonage, or 
slavery. 

Had Mr. Bryan defeated Presi- 
dent McKinley on the "anti-impe- 
rial'' issue in 1900, the United States 
would have abandoned the Philippine 
Islands fifteen years ago. Had the 
Bryan advice been followed, the 
world would not have witnessed the 
marvelous changes wrought in the 
Islands under the inspiration and 
guidance of the splendid, patriotic 
men connected with the military 
and non-partisan civil governments 
sent out by Presidents McKinley, 
Roosevelt and Taft. 

Brief Record of Fifteen Years of Con- 
structive Work in Philippines. 

Now let's note what good fortune, 
great blessings, fell to the lot of the 
Filipinos in not being turned adrift 
fifteen years ago as advocated by 
Mr. Bryan — by not severing their 
relations with the people of the 
United States — by remaining beneath 
;the Stars and Stripes: 

Free speech; free press; religious 
liberty; law and order; protection of 
life and property. 

Increase of railroad mileage trom 
one hundred and twenty-two to six 
hundred and eleven miles. 

A much-needed, safe, sound and 
■satisfacto ry currency system, the 
vequa^'-'^fthe besr44i4heC)rient. 

The coming of^ numerous mis- 
sionaries, with the. establishment of 
new churches, schools and free hos- 
pitals. . 

An expenditure for improved 
health conditions, sanitation, fight- 
ing deadly diseases, building modern 
hospitals, of $9,630,000. 



The expenditures of the United 
States government of more than 
$15,000,000 for fortifying the Islands 
and providing barracks, army posts, 
etc. 

Four thousand four hundred miles 
of well-built roads, better than can 
be found in a majority of the States, 
and one thousand three hundred 
miles of cart roads and trails in the 
mountain districts or provinces. 

An expenditure of $21,376,000 in 
the interest of education, including 
modern school and university build- 
ings. The number of children in at- 
tendance showed an increase of 
360,000 — tuition and text-books free. 

Sanitary improvements, sewerage, 
pure water supply, banishment of 
cholera, plague and smallpox. Con- 
struction of new water works for 
Manila and eight hundred artesian 
wells for towns and rural districts, 
reduction of death rate, etc. , 

Dredging of harbors, building 
of breakwaters, construction of 
wharves, lighthouses, telegraph and 
telephone lines, and^ the establish- 
ment of coast steamship lines, hun- 
dreds of new post ofBces, and a mod- 
ern postal system, under which 
postal receipts have grown in fifteen 
years from $484,960 to $1,072,684 
per annum, and, in the same time, 
money orders from $1,526,310 ro 
$8,272,858 per year. 

Consider the amount paid oat for 
labor and local material, higher and 
better wages than ever known in the 
Islands — $15,000,000 on fortifica- 
tions, military defenses, $7,000,000 
for harbor improvements, $6,100,000 
constructing good roads, $750,000 
for lighthouses, millions on new rail- 
roads, street car lines, government, 
provincial and municipal buildings, 
water and sewerage systems, school- 
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houses, hotels, hospitals, telegraph 
and telephone Hnes, the opening and 
operation of lumber camps, sugar 
plantations and gold mines, the 
building of manufacturing plants, 
modern business and private houses, 
and finally the creation of the beau- 
tifuf summer capitol at Baguio, lo- 
cated in the mountains of Luzon and 
one of the wonders resulting from 
the coming of progressive Ameri- 
cans. 

An examination of the record cov- 
ering the Islands' exports and im- 
ports at the time when Mr. Bryan 
first declared in favor of surrender- 
ing or giving them up is interesting. 
Then the Philippines sold to the 
world, produce, etc., to the value of 
$14,640,162. Last year (1914) they 
sold $48,689,634, an increase of $34,- 
049,472. The record covering im- 
ports — the people's purchasing 
power abroad, for the same periods, 
shows $13,116,567, as against $48,- 
588,653, or an increase of $35,472,- 
086. In 1904 we sold in cotton 
goods to the Islands, $278,106, and 
last year (1914) the sales were $5,- 
826,333. Fo^ 1913 ^^"^^ I9i4» the l^st 
two years, the amount was $12,911,- 
000, and if we annually average last 
year's sale, $5,826,333, jor the next 
ten years, which we will do and even 
better, if the Islands are retained, 
our total sale of cotton goods for 
the ten-year period will reach $58,- 
263,330, and our total sales to the 
Islands covering the same period 
would be $253,881,926. The past 
sixteen years we have sold in the Is- 
lands goods to the value of $145,- 
315,503. The Filipinos sold and 
bought abroad from all countries in 
1899 a total of $27,756,729, while last 
year (1914) this total increased to 



^()j,2y^,2d>'/, a difference of $69,521,- 
558. 

From the time of our taking over 
Porto Rico, the Hawaiian, and the 
Philippine Islands, up to December 
30, 1914, they have purchased from 
the American business men goods 
to'the value of '^760,772^^^^^, In pro- 
portion to size and population, they 
are the best, the most valuable cus- 
tomers we have today. Is it to our 
interest to give them, or any one of 
them, up — surrender our trade and 
legislative control over them to 
some other authority or power? II 
the American business men, export- 
ers, and manufacturers wish to re- 
tain this desirable trade, they should 
take the subject up at once with their 
Senators and Congressmen, for this 
question will be determined at the 
coming session of Congress in the 
consideration of final action upon 
the Jones bill. 
Have Filipinos Been Unfairly Treated? 

Now as to the claim that the Phil- 
ippines need independence and have 
been unfairly treated in the distribu- 
tion of the offices. More than 71 
per cent, of the government posi- 
tions were filled by natives when 
Governor Harrison took charge, 
and since the wholesale removal of 
Americans under the present admin- 
istration to make room for Filipinos, 
the latter's percentage of office hold- 
ing has greatly increased. The 
entire membership — eighty-one — of 
the lower house of the Assembly, or 
Congress, is composed of natives, 
and at the present time the upper 
house is made up of five natives and 
four Americans. The Governor- 
General, the other part of the law-- 
making and appointing machine, has 
publicly proclaimed his indebtedness 
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to Manuel Quezon for his appoint- 
ment, and Quezon is the leader of 
the movement to throw off so-called 
American ''oppression and tyranny," 
and is the accredited custodian of 
the Philippine campaign fund, said 
to reach many thousands of dollars, 
collected in the Islands for some 
time from the servants, clerks, office 
holders, merchants, and others to 
"influence Congress'* to pass the 
Jones or any other old bill providing 
for "independence." Money cannot 
put legislation through Congress, 
and any statement that it is used to 
control senators or members is a 
slander to our national law-makers 
and an imposition upon the innocent 
and confiding ones who give up their 
hard-earned money for said purpose. 
The Congress would render a public 
service, vindicate its members, and 
protect hundreds of poor, needy, and 
innocent people by putting an end to 
the collection of this fund to ''influ- 
ence Congress." An investigation 
should be made to ascertain all the 
facts, who originated the scheme, 
the names and occupations of all 
subscribers, whether voluntary or 
forced contributions, the amounts, 
method of collection, how the funds 
are distributed, and names of per- 
sons to whom paid, etc. 

In addition to the native office 
holders mentioned as being in the 
government service and in the As- 
sembly, there should be added the 
village, town, city, and provincial 
elective and appointive officers and 
10,000 members of the native Scouts 
and Constabulary. 

When the Spanish were in control, 
there were perhaps ten or twelve 
Filipinos who served as Justice of 
the Peace — their highest rank in the 
Judicial office-holding line. Now, all 



the Justices of the Peace are Fili- 
pinos on yearly salaries running 
from $300,00 to $1,800.00 except 
those who serve as ex-officio. Three 
of the seven members of the Su- 
preme Court, half of the district 
judges, half of the judges at large, 
and half of the land court judges are 
natives. The Attorney-General and 
seven assistants are Filipinos. The 
Prosecuting Attorney and the City 
Attorney of Manila are to the man- 
ner born. It is hardly necessary to 
state that the two Resident Commis- 
sioners, representing the Islands in 
Washington, are natives. 

In the matter of salaries, a Fili- 
pino Justice of the Peace in Manila 
now draws a salary of $1,800 per an- 
num, more than the Spanish paid 
the prosecuting attorneys and 
judges. There are native judges 
now being paid annual salaries of 
$4,500, $5,000, $5,500, and $10,000, 
which is in excess of those paid for. 
like service throughout the United 
States. There are Filipinos serving 
on the Commission who draw $15,- 
500 annually; the Speaker of the As- 
sembly is paid $8,000; while Messrs. 
Quezon and Earnshaw draw more 
money out of the United States 
Treasury than their colleagues in 
Congress, on account of the great 
amount of mileage (about $3,991.60), 
which, added to their individual sal- 
ary of $7,500.00 each, makes a total 
of $11,491.60, and as travel on a 
government transport is only a dol- 
lar a day, this would leave a net 
balance of $11,281.00. 

But why prolong the story of how 
the poor down-trodden people of 
the Philippine Islands have suffered, 
have been ground down, had op- 
pression inflicted upon them, their 
wives and children, since the inva- 
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sion, occupation, and control of the 
cruel American tyrants! What the 
Filipinos have gained in improve- 
ments of every kind and character — 
rapid and substantial advancement 
along the pathway of good govern- 
ment, moral, intellectual and indus- 
trial development during the past 
fifteen years, in spite of Mr. Bryan's 
advice — if fully enumerated would 
fill two good-sized volumes, and this 
has been faithfully and accurately 
done by the Hon. Dean C. Worces- 
ter, who, with President Taft, Gov- 
ernor Forbes, associates and co- 
workers, should live forever in the-, 
grateful memory of every man, 
woman, and child in the Islands. If 
their great works and noble deeds 
are not remembered, then the 
Filipinos are utterly hopeless. 
Should United States Retain Islands? 
Now, let's consider the question 
whether it is to the interests of the 
United States to retain the Islands— 
whether we should . keep them or 
withdraw the Army and Navy, wipe 
off our losses, and let the FiHpinos 
sink or swim. The great majority 
of the men in and out of Congress 
who favor surrendering the Philip- 
pines do so for two reasons; namely, 
on the alleged ground that 'they will 
always be a great expense, an un- 
profitable investment, to the United 
States," and, secondly, "they are 
now and will for all time be a men- 
ace to us." The answier to the first 
excuse is: The Islands are paying 
their own way so far as meeting the 
expense of running the municipal, 
local and general governments is 
concerned. The only expense now 
borne by the American government 
is incident to the presence of our 
soldiers in the Islands. This ex- 



pense can be greatly lessened, if not 
practically wiped out, in time, by re- 
ducing the number of American sol- 
diers and increasing and substitut- 
ing additional constabulary or the 
Native Scouts, paying for their serv- 
ices out of the Philippine Treasury, 
as is being done at this time with 
the Constabulary fof-ce of 5,000 men. 
To abandon the Islands for the 
reason that they- are or may become 
a menace, virtually means that Uncle 
Sam, who never fought an unsuc- 
cessful war, is for the first time go- 
ing to show the white feather, admit 
possessing a yellow streak, make a 
confession to all mankind — to all 
the world — that our noble ancestors 
signally iailed to transmit to the 
men of this generation any of their 
indomitable courage, undimmed loy- 
alty, unceasing bravery, unswerving 
determination to hold .and forever 
defend our rightful possessions pur- 
chased not only with millions of the 
people's money under a treaty rati- 
fication Bryan favored, but, above 
all, with the priceless lives of our 
heroes, many of whom sleep in the 
very soil they now tell us we must 
give up for lack of courage, for fear 
we have a ''menace on our hands." 
God forbid! 

With or without these Islands, 
there will be a menace to the United 
States until Congress performs its 
patriotic duty in providing an Army 
and Navy so big and strong no na- 
tion in the Orient or elsewhere will 
ever dare menace or attempt to do 
our country an injury or capture any 
of our possessions. By making it 
possible for Japan to succeed us in 
the Philippines — take over the great 
and expensive fortifications costing 
us upward of $15,000,000 and fully 
developing the rich possibilities of 
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the Islands with countless thousands 
of Japanese laborers — will Japan as 
a nation be strengthened or weak- 
ened as our military, naval and com- 
mercial rival in the Pacific? Will 
not the absorption of the Philip- 
pines, along with Korea and For- 
mosa and the ever-increasing con- 
cessions Japan is securing in China 
by threats and force, result in her 
immense commercial growth and 
power until she will soon be finan- 
cially able to increase her army and 
navy to an extent where she will in- 
deed and in fact be more than a 
menace to the United States in the 
Pacific? Today her navy is practi- 
cally the equal of ours, and her 
standing army of seasoned and 
highly-trained men exceeds ours 5y 
175,000 and has lately been ordered 
increased. Every man in the nation 
has received military training. 

Evidently anticipating our with- 
drawal from the Philippines, certain 
Japanese are now negotiating for the 
purchase of extensive sugar lands in 
the Islands and are quoted in the 
Manila press as stating that they 
plan to bring over 100,000 or 200,- 
000 Japs to use in the sugar indus- 
try, every man of whom will be a 
trained soldier. 

Last year American merchants 
and manufacturers sold goods to 
the value of $27,204,587 to the Is- 
lands, as against $127,804 in 1898, or 
an increase of ^2yyOy6,yS^ since we 
took them over. Our sales in the 
Philippines for 1914 exceeded our 
exports to China for the same 
period and are equal to half of the 
amount we disposed of in Japan and 
were greater by $2,000,000 than the 
amount we shipped to all of the fol- 
lowing countries in South America 
during 1914: Venezuela, Peru, Co- 



lumbia, Uruguay, Bolivia and Para- 
guay. Our trade in Chile and Peru 
combined fell a million and a half 
dollars behind the Philippines orders 
last year. Comparing our trade in 
the Islands with some of our exports 
to European markets, we have the 
following: Our Philippine trade last 
year (1914) exceeded by $3,000,000 
all we sold to Greece, Portugal^ 
Switzerland and Turkey in Europe, 
and fell short only $3,000,000 in 
equaling our exports to Russia. Of 
our exports to the Islands, we sold 
in cotton goods in 1904, $2,827,106, 
and in 1913 the amount was $6,827,- 
082, more than a million dollars in 
excess of our sale of cotton goods in 
China, where at one time — before 
the Japanese controlled Southern 
Manchuria and drove our trade 
out — we sold in one year cotton 
goods to the value of $29,814,000. 

We have the advantage of our 
competitors now in the Philippines, 
because Congress has enacted trade 
and tarifif laws favorable to our ex- 
porters and manufacturers; but 
withdraw, give up the Islands, let 
others make the laws or make it 
possible for Japan to succeed us, and 
it will not be long before our busi- 
ness in the Islands will vanish as it 
did in Manchuria. :. 

Our competitors sold goods to 
the value of $24,568,258 in the Is- 
lands last year. I have examined 
the list covering these importations, 
and practically every article is man- 
ufactured in the United States,- and 
with proper tariff legislation this 
additional business would come to 
us and double our trade in the Is- 
lands — increase it from , $24,020,395 
to $48,588,653 at the present time. 

If we , are to care for the Islands, 
furnish an i\rmv and Navv for their 
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protection, and be responsible for 
them, our business men should have 
the market, and not foreign com- 
petitors whose countries do not 
share with us the expenditures, la- 
bors and responsibilities in connec- 
tion with their administration. 

Here is a partial Hst of articles 
and their values sold in the Philip- 
pines last year by our competitors, 
which American business men ought 
to have furnished and can, in the fu- 
ture, if Cqngress will do its duty to 
our exporters, manufacturers and 
employes: Cotton goods, value $4,- 
129,911; coal, $1,629,490; condensed 
milk, $740,996: silks and manufac- 
tures of, $724,704; undershirts and 
drawers, $703,425 ; cement, $547^7^3; 
passenger and freight cars, $217,631; 
locomotives and parts of, $209,960; 
collars and shirts, $162,638; iron 
bars, rods of steel, etc., $154,027; 
steel rails, $146,831; enameled uten- 
sils, $106,262; handkerchiefs, $91,- 
039; plushes ,and velvets, $61,024; 
cheese, $56,870 ; umbrellas and para- 
sols, $55,160; trunks and traveling 
bags, $51,097; toys, $44,190; elec- 
trical machinery, $39,301. 

There is no richer, more fertile, 
undeveloped country in the world 
than the Philippine Islands, and with 
the development of its agricultural 
and mineral wealth as will follow 
cur continued occupation, in a short 
time our trade would increase from 
$27,000,000 to $200,000,000 or $300,- 
000,000 per annum, and this would 
be far more than our present exports 
to all South America and the Orient 
combined. We annually purchase 
of South American and other coun- 
tries more than $700,000,000 tropi- 
cal fruits, goods, produce, etc., which 
can be produced in the Islands and 
sold to us in exchange for American 



goods and thus escape the present 
heavy balance of trade, $396,000,000, 
now against us in dealing with these 
countries, which place the great bulk 
of their purchasing orders with our 
European competitors. The live- 
awake Americans have developed 
the agricultural wealth of the little 
Hawaiian Islands, about the size of 
the State of Connecticut, and as a 
result last year the 225,000 people of 
these islands purchased in the 
United States goods to the value of 
$25,773412. These prosperous peo- 
ple — 225,000 — own more automo- 
biles than the 500,000,000 people in 
China and Japan. What has been 
accomplished in the Hawaiian Is- 
lands in agricultural development, 
wealth and trade, can be repeated in 
the Philippines on a much larger 
scale, for the Islands are as large as 
all New England and New York 
State combined, with' a population of 
8,000,000. 

Mr. Bryan urged us to give up 
our insular possessions, and yet the 
record proves that wt found a de- 
sirable market for the surplus of our 
factories and mills last year in Porto 
Rico, Hawaii, and the Philippines, 
to the extent of $85,646,367. At this 
rate, at the end of ten years our ex- 
ports to these islands will exceed 
$856,463,670. With our great indus- 
trial growth we are turning out 
more goods than our home market 
can consume. If we are to keep the 
mills going and our working people 
fully employed, prosperous, con- 
tented and happy, we must have a 
market for the full output of our 
mines, mills and factories. We 
must look ahead. We cannot turn 
back. We must hold ourown and 
go forward. Congress will be faith- 
less to the present and future inter- 
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ests of America if it surrenders con- 
trol of the Philippines — will do a 
cruel and serious injury to the hon- 
est and deserving Americans now 
residing in the Islands; will undo 
one of the greatest works of the 
20th century, the matchless achieve- 
ments of American progress and 
civilization in the Philippines, and 
bring upon the natives of the Islands 
unending troubles and misfortunes — 
a greater calamity could not befall 
them. And, finally, by such action 
Congress will virtually proclaim, in 
ordering the removal of our loved 
flag, that the brave men who will- 
ingly gave up their Hves to see it 
triumphantly float over the walls of 
Manila — over conquered Spaniard 
and captured Filipino revolutionist — 
have died in vain and our country 
has ceased to remember and appre- 
ciate their great sacrifice to maintain 
her honor and glory and make her a 
great world power. 

From such enduring shame, hu- 
miliation, ingratitude and disgrace 
may we as a people and an enlight- 
ened Nation be spared. 

If the administration in power suc- 
ceeds in its attempt to haul down the 
American flag in the Philippines, an 
outraged people will inflict the same 
punishment upon President Wilson 



and his party that was administered 
to President Cleveland for attempt- 
ing to lower the flag and abandon 
the Hawaiian Islands in 1893. His- 
tory will repeat itself. 

Final Word to Filipinos. 
Now, having had my say to the 
American people, I will close this 
lengthy communication by submit- 
ting a prediction to honest, sincere, 
and thoughtful Filipinos, devoted to 
the best interests of their country 
and having its welfare close at heart. 
If you quietly and tamely permit the 
demagogues, excitable editors and 
unworthy politicians to drag your 
country from beneath the protecting 
folds of the American flag, you will 
at no distant day find yourselves 
compelled to acknowledge allegiance 
to another, offering less protection, 
fewer liberties, and exacting tribute 
for whatever may be given you. 
You will then live your remaining 
days in sackcloth and ashes, mourn- 
ing over the supreme folly com- 
mitted by those, who, betraying your 
best interests, inflicted lasting mis- 
ery upon your beloved land by sev- 
ering her relations from the best 
government on the face of the earth, 
which brought to you countless 
blessings you failed to understand 
or appreciate. 
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